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Economic recessions often 
can be a time of heightened 
entrepreneurship. In the pro-
cess of downsizing, looking for 
efficiencies, being unemployed 
or looking for new opportuni-
ties for your business, people 
become innovative. This innova-
tion can spark new businesses, 
which with nurturing and 
capital, can meet service and 
product needs for a changing 
customer base. Especially with 
the dynamic and growing tech-
nology environment, you can 
expect to see some new names 
in the marketplace when the 
economy recovers.

Businesses such as Federal 
Express, Microsoft and CNN 
were hatched in the last major 
recession of the 1980s. Burger 
King came out of the reces-
sion of 1953, IHOP during the 
recession of 1958, and Hewlett-
Packard right after the Great 
Depression. Certainly there were 
many business failures during 
these times, but those people 
who were looking for opportu-
nity and preparing themselves 
to take advantage of new para-
digms found incredible success.

Certification
New for the Alpine Campus 

of Colorado Mountain College 
in 2009 is the Entrepreneurship 
Certificate program under the 
tutelage of Randy Rudasics. 
Two capstone classes including 
Entrepreneurship Operations 
(fall) and Small Business 
Management (spring) will be 
taught at the Alpine campus 
by Rudasics. Other required 
courses will be available through 

the “virtual network” that links 
students in Steamboat Springs 
with teachers throughout the 
CMC system. 

This fall marks the first 
semester of this program and 
has an enrollment of 15 stu-
dents. Of those, about half 
are looking for a new career 
opportunity, and the other half 
are traditional students. “We 
needed eight people to start the 
program, so nearly doubling 
that is an excellent sign that 
there is demand for this pro-
gram,” Rudasics said. In this 
three-hour weekly class, stu-
dents will work on a theoretical 
or real business plan. “We are 
bringing real-life examples from 
the Steamboat Springs business 
community to the classroom 
so that people can learn from 
the entrepreneurs themselves 
— people like Ben Stroock, 
from The Drunken Onion, 
Rex Brice, from the Steamboat 
Restaurant Group, and Mike 
Smith, of Excel Gymnastics,” 
Rudasics said.

An Associates of Applied 
Science degree in entrepreneur-
ship also is being offered with 
more courses on campus. There 
are three certificate programs 
available in entrepreneurship, 
small business finance and E-
business/E-commerce for those 
who want to improve their skills 
and enhance their marketability 
for the next employment oppor-
tunity. Would-be entrepreneurs 
also may want to take advantage 
of a very short and compressed 
sample of the entrepreneurship 
certificate program by tak-
ing First Steps and Next Steps 
programs offered through the 
Business Resource Center. Call 
870-4491 for more information.

Retooling your business
Classes in computer technol-

ogy, Quickbooks, business and 
resort management, accounting 
and others can help current 
business owners and managers 
hone their skills. For example, 
CMC’s new managerial finance 
course uses materials developed 
at the University of Colorado’s 
Leeds School of Business, and 
it is geared to complement 
Rudasic’s entrepreneurship 
courses. Enrollment is up this 
semester for business classes, 
said Fred Hampel, associate 
professor and business disci-
pline coordinator for CMC. 
“This could be attributed to 
more of our traditional stu-
dents watching the employ-
ment opportunities dwindle in 
this recession, as well as resi-
dents retooling their résumés,” 
Hampel said.

Resource center, SCORE
When business survival is 

your mantra, free expertise is 
at your fingertips with a call to 

the Business Resource Center 
at CMC at 970-870-4491. This 
center is host to the Service 
Corps of Retired Executives, 
commonly known as SCORE. 
With local counselors contribut-
ing their time to help you tackle 
your business questions, you can 
get new ideas or potential solu-
tions to problems that are plagu-
ing you. 

For start-up businesses or 
nonprofits, Bogue Hall at the 
CMC campus includes a busi-
ness incubator managed by 
Rudasics. The space includes 
shared utilities, office equipment 
and high-speed Internet connec-
tion. Rudasics said there are six 
vacancies. For more informa-
tion, call Rudasics at 870-4491.

New building plans for CMC
Steamboat Springs’ partner 

on the hill is now asking the 
community to provide feedback 
about a potential expansion of 
academic and student services 
space. Preliminary plans for a 
new Student Services Center on 
the campus will be discussed at 
a community meeting from 7 

to 9 p.m. Sept. 9 at Centennial 
Hall. “My hope is that cur-
rent, past and future users of 
our campus will come to this 
information session and share 
their views on the potential 
sites for this building,” said Dr. 
Peter Perhac, new CEO of the 
Alpine campus. “We are always 
striving to be good community 
partners, from our support of 
economic efforts, our new aca-
demic offerings to meet demand 
of the work force to our com-
munity involvement through our 
staff. It’s important to us that 
the community has a say in our 
future plans,” Perhac said. 
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Dr. Peter Perhac stands in front of Bristol Hall. Perhac invites community members to an information session about the Student 
Services Building planned for Colorado Mountain College. The session is from 7 to 9 a.m. Sept. 9 at Centennial Hall.
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Retooling or Retraining in this Recession?
Look to your partner on the hill, 

Colorado Mountain College

For more
For more information about:
■ Business classes at CMC, call Fred 
Hampel at 870-4513
■ Business Resource Center, SCORE, 
Business Incubator, call Randy 
Rudasics at 870-4491
■ An information session about CMC’s 
planned Student Services Building is 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Sept. 9 at Centennial 
Hall. For more information, call Dr. 
Peter Perhac at 870-4414
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