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Kyleigh DeMicco
Steamboat Springs  

Chamber Resort Association

Would you like your business 
to be more sustainable while 
collaborating, networking and 
saving money all at the same 
time? 

The Chamber’s Sustainable 
Business Program offers you 
the opportunity to do all of 
these things while working 
toward the triple bottom line 
— proactive environmental 
management, financial suc-
cess, social responsibility and 
the inter-relationships between 
them.

The Sustainable Business 
Program is one of the most 
accredited, diverse and encom-
passing programs of its kind 
in Colorado. The Steamboat 
Springs Chamber Resort 
Association, along with con-
sultant Lyn Halliday, of 
Environmental Solutions Unltd., 
collaborate with businesses on 
sustainable practices. Chamber 
member businesses can enroll for 
a fee into a certification program 
that offers community-wide 
recognition, as well as access to 
resources to help implement, 
measure and continually improve 
their environmentally sustainable 
practices. 

Opportunities to collabo-
rate with other businesses are 
vast through quarterly lun-
cheons, the program’s Green 
E-Newsletter, online forum 
and participation in local sus-
tainability projects. Enrolled 
businesses also receive rec-
ognition in the directory on 
the Chamber Web site, at the 
Steamboat Springs Visitor 
Center and in the Steamboat 
Springs Visitors’ Guide. An 
entire page of the Steamboat 
Springs Visitors’ Guide, viewed 

by visitors around the world, is 
dedicated to showcasing busi-
nesses enrolled in the program 
with their certification level.  

Although implementing 
sustainable practices may not 
always seem easy for certain 
businesses, we asked a few of 
the participating Sustainable 
Business Program members to 
share practical sustainable tips 
that any business can adopt.

Sustainable Business Tips
1) BAP offers their employ-

ees opportunities and incentives 
to incorporate sustainabil-
ity into everyday practices. In 
2009, BAP began offering wind 
power credits for all employee 
homes, and its downtown 
offices and warehouse are wind 
powered, as well. 

When it came time to give 
the front of the building a 
makeover, they opted for a 
vegetable garden in the front 
yard instead of perennials. “In 
the second season, our gar-
den produced more greens 
and vegetables than our staff  
could eat,” said BAP employee 
Leanne Metzler. “In fact, we 
gave them away on a regular 
basis, ultimately donating the 
final harvest to LIFT-UP,” 
Metzler said.

2) ResortQuest Steamboat 
has noticed how seamless and 
intuitive recycling has become 
for staff and guests. The com-
pany has reduced paper waste 
by using USB flash drives for 
daily reports instead of printing 
them each day. “The changes 
have become so habitual that 
we now instinctively question 
how green every part of our 
operation is,” said Tony Urbick, 
of ResortQuest’s Property 
Services Team at Torian Plum. 

3) Kathy Stokes, owner of 
PostNet, took the business’s 
local sustainable efforts to the 
next level by bringing their busi-
ness success to headquarters by 
encouraging sustainability in 
outlets worldwide. Their head-
quarters started a green task 
force with a certification process 
for other PostNets to replicate. 
“Business has increased, while 
making customers happy and 
saving us money at the same 
time,” Stokes said.  

4) The Steamboat Pilot & 
Today installed a new system 
to print plates for the printing 
press. With the new system, the 
plate can be made straight from 
the computer rather than print-
ing out copies of each page. 
“This has been a huge help in 
cutting down the waste created 
from the printing process,” said 
Steamboat Pilot & Today assis-
tant news editor Nicole Miller.

5) Black Tie Ski Rentals, 
SmartWool and BAP started 

commuter programs to incen-
tivize employees to carpool or 
use alternative transportation 
to get to and from work by 
offering rewards to employees 
for the most alternative trans-
portation used.  Black Tie’s 
“Green Point System” incor-
porates all employees in a fun, 
friendly competition, which 
has been great for company 
bonding and reducing carbon 
emissions. At the end of the 
year, the employee who earned 
the most commuter points wins 
a ski trip and/or outdoor gear 
from the shop.  

6) The city of Steamboat 
Springs has implemented 
a wide variety of sustain-
able improvements including 
recycling and office energy 
reduction. Upcoming projects 
potentially include $900,000 in 
energy efficiency improvements 
and possible solar renewable 
projects at several city facilities.

7) The Ore House started an 

extensive recycling program in 
which all 50 employees regularly 
participate. “Our kitchen uses 
almost everything that comes 
in with very little food scrap to 
be disposed of,” said Ore House 
owner and manager Dan Emert.  
“Eventually, everyone is thinking 
green, and they don’t even realize 
they’re doing it. It’s a beautiful 
thing to see,” Emert said.

100 More Years
From printing presses to 

restaurant production, the pos-
sibilities to be creative in sustain-
able efforts are endless. “100 
more years” has led to a new 
goal for the Sustainable Business 
Program to expand to 100 
enrolled businesses by 2010. Help 
the Yampa Valley community 
reach this goal while also helping 
your business implement simple 
practices to be more sustainable 
and save you money. There is 
no requirement to join, as it is 
customized to fit your business 
goals. For more information, call 
Meagan Coates at 875-7003.

Matt Stensland/staff

Ian Prichard and Joe Sternberg, of Black Tie Ski Rentals, were acknowledged 
as the 2009 Steamboat Sustainable Business of the Year at the annual Navigator 
Awards on Oct. 30.
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Sharing the Sustainability Spirit
Local Businesses in the Sustainable Business Program Discuss How They are Making a Difference
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What: Network with other businesses 
at the next Sustainable Business 
Luncheon.
Presented by: The Steamboat 
Chamber Sustainable Business 
Program
In partnership with: City of Steamboat 
Springs  
Hosted by: Steamboat Springs 
Chamber Resort Association, city of 
Steamboat Springs 
Speaker: Jim Barker, Steve Green Co.
When: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 19
Where: Olympian Hall
Who should attend: Everyone
Lunch provided by: Rex’s American 
Grill & Bar 
Cost: $5 for Sustainable Business 
Program members, $15 for non-
members
Contact: RSVP@steamboatchamber.com 
or 875-7000 to reserve your space. 
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Upcoming Events
November 19        
Sustainable Business Networking 
Luncheon
Join the Sustainable Business Program participants 
for this educational luncheon. Share ideas, meet new 
people and celebrate “green” accomplishments.  $5 for 
program members, $15 for non members. Please RSVP@
steamboatchamber.com or 875-7000. 
11:30a.m.-1:30p.m. at Olympian Hall

November 19        

Young Professionals Network Event
Join the Young Professionals Network for their monthly 
event featuring a guest speaker with food and drink 
specials. Free for YPN members, $10 for guests. Please 
RSVP to marion@steamboatchamber.com or 875-7008.
5:30-7:30 p.m. at Chaps at The Steamboat Grand

November 20        

Good Morning Steamboat!
Come hear a panel of local speakers discuss current 
issues and the stories behind the headlines. Bagels 

provided by Colorado Bagel Co. with time for networking 
and Q&A. $5 for members
Please RSVP@steamboatchamber.com or 875-7000. 
7:30 a.m. at The Steamboat Smokehouse

New Members
D&D Enterprises 
Misty Roberts 
(970) 870-1767 

D&D Enterprises provides commercial and residential 
excavation, caisson/ helical pier drilling, and snow 
removal services for businesses and residents of North 
West Colorado and surrounding areas.  

The Spa/Salon 
Julie Bucchino 
(970) 871-0202 
24 5th Street
www.thespasalon.net

The Spa/Salon is focused on community connections, 
loving locals and visitors, and serving all the beauty, 
wellness, and relaxation needs right downtown on the 
Yampa River! They will meet all your needs with a full 
menu of hair, manicure, pedicure, massage, facials, and 
waxing services. Julie Buccino, owner and hair stylist, 
originally from Palm Springs CA., is the top stylist and 
color specialist. Cathy Patrick is known for her awesome 
pedicures. Rebecca Shoffner, former owner of Bear River, 
The Spa, is known to give the best facial in Steamboat. 
Michelle Toothacher also gives an amazing facial, does 
Chemical Peels, and Microdermabrasion. For massage 
you can’t beat Erika Olsen, and Linda Hallman. They love 
to host spa parties for all ages, and love to do weddings!

• Give Local.
• Build Partnerships.
• Get Value.
• Be Green.
• Think Community


