
Moderator’s notes for the 1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. session,                                   
A Regional Transportation Authority as one Potential Solution for Funding 
and Implementation in Northwest Colorado
How do you establish a regional transportation authority and fund it? This panel

will look at the Roaring Fork valley and Pikes Peak area to explore options.

Dan Blankenship, Director, Roaring Fork Transportation authority (RFTA); Rachel Richards,

Pitkin County Commissioner and former Mayor of Aspen; Rob MacDonald, Executive

Director Pikes Peak Regional Transportation Authority

Moderator: George Krawzoff, District 6 Colorado Transportation Commissioner

Economic Summit 2008

Please contact George Krawzoff with any comments regarding these notes.

Krawzoff Associates, 1200 Manitou Avenue, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 
(970)-870-6278  gkrawzoff@yahoo.com



Regional Transportation Authority.

"Regional transportation system" means any property, 
improvement, or system designed to be compatible with 
established state and local transportation plans that transports or 
conveys people or goods or permits people or goods to be 
transported or conveyed within a region by any means, 
including, but not limited to, an automobile, truck, bus, rail, air, 
or gondola.

Colorado Revised Statute 43-4-6 allows local governments and 
the State of Colorado to form Regional Transportation 
Authorities to fund and operate regional transportation systems.

(The Colorado Revised Statutes are available at http://www.michie.com/colorado/.)



RTA Revenues
• Vehicle registration fee of not more than ten dollars.

• Visitor benefit tax that would not cause the aggregate amount of 
the visitor benefit tax and any lodging tax imposed on such 
overnight rooms or accommodations to exceed two percent.

• Sales or use tax, or both, at a rate not to exceed one percent.

• Fees, tolls, and charges for the privilege of traveling on or using 
any property included in any regional transportation system 
financed, constructed, operated, or maintained by the authority.



Yampa Valley RTA 
Revenue Potential



Since the RTA’s Visitor 
Benefit tax must not “cause 
the aggregate amount of the 
visitor benefit tax and any 
lodging tax imposed on such 
overnight rooms or 
accommodations to exceed 
two percent,” only 1 percent 
remains available.

In 2007, the City of 
Steamboat Springs 
Accommodation Tax raised 
$845,097.

Visitor Benefit 
Tax



4 RTAs have been established.



Gunnison Valley RTA Example 
1. 0.6 Percent sales (no use) tax throughout the county with an 

additional 0.35 percent in the city of Gunnison.

2. Annual revenue to be approximately $1.2 million

3. 70% to be used for maintaining scheduled air service

4. 30% for transit services

5. The list of qualifying expenses included the following:
– Regional Transit Services. 
– Contract Air Services.
– Contract Transit Services.
– Regional Transportation Planning. 
– Fund Construction and Maintenance of Regional Trails.
– Local (Transit) Service. 



Pikes Peak RTA Example
• Formed by four Governments:  El Paso County, Colorado 

Springs, Manitou Springs, and Green Mountain Falls

• Sunsets 10 years after January 1, 2005.

• Funds maintenance, repair and operations for roadways and 
bridges (35% of net revenue)

• Funds improved transit service (10% of net revenue – this 
doubled the transit service budget)

• Funds specific regional roadway capital improvements as 
listed in the RTA legislation (55% of net revenue)

• Raises $70 million annually

(end of presentation)
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